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Practical Verification of Competence - Jet Ski

Skills Sets Not
Safe

Safe as 
Passenger

Safe 
Driver

PRO
Driver

Skill Set 1. Safety & Pre-Departure Checks

Can read and understand weather forecast from an App ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Can perform full pre-ride safety check (engine, fuel, kill switch, lanyard, drain plug) ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Can understand vessel capacity ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Demonstrates correct fit and wear of PFD and attaches engine shut-off lanyard properly ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Briefs passenger on safe riding procedures, life jacket use, and emergency lanyard ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Performs full pre-start checklist, explains kill switch functionality, and engine on/off ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Explains fueling safety procedures and checks for leaks or environmental hazard ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Demonstrates communication ability to base and harbor authorities ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Can properly stow and secure equipment ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Skill Set 2. Navigation & Situational Awareness

Understands and applies navigation rules: give-way, stand-on, safe speed, lookout ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Correctly interprets Aids to Navigation (IALA A/B buoys, diver flags, no-wake zones) ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Maintains a safe lookout and adjusts speed based on conditions, traffic, and zones ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Explains local operating restrictions (e.g., distance from shore/swimmers/wildlife) ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Demonstrates clear communication with nearby vessels or base/mother yacht ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

NOTE TO ASSESSOR: Grade the skill strength of each task below. At the end of the assessment, make an objectice decision based 
on the grades you have issued for each task as to the overall competence of the student. 

Grade

JET SKI PRACTICAL RUBRICS



NauticEd

JET SKI RUBRICS Version 2.1 2025      page 2 of 3

Skill Set 3. PWC Control & Maneuvering
Not
Safe

Safe as 
Passenger

Safe 
Driver

PRO
Driver

Demonstrates smooth and safe acceleration, deceleration, and idle-speed handling ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Executes controlled turns at low and high speeds using proper throttle input ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Uses reverse/brake system (iBR/RiDE) for safe docking, stopping, and securing ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Maneuvers in close quarters and demonstrates safe docking, launch and recovery ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Executes controlled figure-eight and U-turns ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Demonstrates ability to maintain heading and steer a consistent course ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Demonstrates proper trim control if fitted ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Operates with proper precautions regarding weather and wave height ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Skill Set 4. Emergency Handling

Performs a safe capsize recovery with correct roll direction and reboarding ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Responds appropriately to simulated emergency (e.g., engine out, MOB, waves, fire) ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Demonstrates correct use of VHF or alternative comms to call for help ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Explains distress signals and when/how to use them (day and night) ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Skill Set 5. Passenger Handling & Stability

Instructs passenger on leaning, bracing, and stability while underway ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Maintains safe posture and balance when riding solo and with passenger ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Distributes weight properly and maintains centerline balance ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Controls ski movement while carrying a second passenger with minimal loss of control ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Explains correct reboarding procedures with a passenger ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
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Skill Set 6. Environmental Awareness
Not
Safe

Safe as 
Passenger

Safe 
Driver

PRO
Driver

Identifies and follows Clean/Drain/Dry procedures to prevent invasive species ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Demonstrates responsible behavior around wildlife and no-wake zones ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Understands and avoids fuel spills, trash disposal violations, and protected areas ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Skill Set 7. Overall Competence & Judgment

Makes prudent decisions based on conditions, skill level, and surroundings ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Displays confidence and calm control in all maneuvers ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Communicates clearly and courteously with others (passengers, other boaters, etc.) ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐
Overall Grade

Based on the evidence gathered above, I deem this student to be practically competent  
as checked to the right

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Signed

Name

Authority or Rank on Vessel

Not valid without Captain or First Mate signature


